APPS

There are easy ways to enjoy international
calls on the cheap when you are travelling

| harlie Koh used to pay about $800 in

Germany. Last month, however, he
switched to an alternative service
provider called Hoiio and cut his bill
by half.

Instead of the usual $4 per minute
for outgoing calls, he needed to pay
only $1.70 per minute.

The 42-year-old general manager of
Eurcka Technelogy, a local ighting
and access control company, said that
itis now company policy for all
travelling executives to use Hoiio
instead of calling directly from the
phone.

‘Consumers and business executives

= nolonger need to pay exorbitant

fees with the availability of at
Teasttw local solutions — Hoiio and
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Hoiio (www.hoiio.com)
Available on iPhone, Android, BlackBerry and
‘Symbian smartphones.
First, you will need to download the
Hotio app, either from a mobile app.
store or the Web. Set up an account
‘with Holio and top up your calling
credits online using a credit card.

Just before your trip, subscribe to a
roaming Hoiio number through the
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app. Click on More and then on
Roaming (left). This costs $5 per month
and is deducted from your Hoiio
credits (above).

‘Then go to your phone’s settings
and divert all calls to the phone
number provided by Hoiio.

‘When you reach your destination

Phone

county buy a pre-ped SIM card
‘the Hoiio app on your phone

be re-directed
servers to the telco from which you
bought erseas pre-paid SIM.
You have to pay 16 cents per minute
local airtime charge, plus
Hoiio’s IDD rates.

A regular incoming roaming call
when you are in, say, China, costs
about 852.30 per minute.

‘With Hoiio, it costs only 36 cents
per minute (16 cents for local airtime
plus 20 cents for the IDD call to
G\ma) The latter is significantly
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SIM card and the other with the
overseas SIM cz
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For outgoing calls when you are

overseas, simply make a call as you
normally would. Hoiio's software will
automatically “hijack” your phone’s
dialler when you call

Outgoing calls work through a
call-back system. When you make a
call, you are actually sending a
10icobyte datapacket which contains

tion of the number you are
to call, to Hoio via the Internet.

Hoiio then makes use of its call-back
system to call you and your recipient
and - voila — both of you are
connected.

With the call-back scheme, it means
you have to wait about 10 seconds.
before the call is connected. In China,
for example, you pay oly 2 centsper
‘minute, plus a flat 20 cents - the

wte and the savings
substantial for a frequent traveller.

One-year-old Hoiio now has 40,000
subscribers with 3,000 of them being
active users who call via Hoio at least
once a week.




